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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Africa 
Group on agenda item 132: programme budget for biennium 2014-2015 in 
particular financing the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency 
Response (UNMEER).  

The African Group wishes to thank Susana Malcorra, Chef de 
Cabinet for introducing the Secretary General report on this item. We 
would also like to extend our appreciation to the Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, 
Chair of the ACABQ for introducing the Committee’s related report. 

We align ourselves with statement by the representative of Bolivia 
on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Ebola outbreak has become a threat to peace, security and 
development particularly in the affected countries and poses a risk in the 
neighboring countries as well as other parts of the world.  The Group is 
deeply concerned about the current effect of the outbreak, in which the 
lives of millions have been destroyed. We once again commend the efforts 
of the international community in supporting the national and regional 
efforts to combat the disease.  

We would also like to thank men and women who have to risk their 
lives to save those affected by the virus. We pay tribute for those who have 
lost their lives in serving for humanity in the affected communities. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

The African Group recalls that by its resolution 69/3 the General 
Assembly approved the commitment authority in the amount of US$ 49.9 
million for the operation of the Mission pending the budget submission. 
The Group also recalls that during our formal meeting, many member 
States and Advisory Committee pointed out a number of issues that were 
expected to be taken into account in the proposal of the Secretary-General.  

The African Group has taken note of the Secretary General resource 
proposal in the amount of US$ 190 million for the 2014-2015 period and we 
appreciate the efforts of the Secretary General in developing and 
presenting this proposal. 

The African Group has carefully scrutinized the proposal of the 
Secretary-General as well as comments, observations and recommendations 
presented in the Advisory Committee.  We would like to express that, in 
general we concur with many of comments, observation and 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

We are deeply concerned that despite call from Member States and 
Advisory Committee, the proposal before us continue to lack clarity and 
detail information concerning the proposed organizational structure, staffing 
and resource requirements of the Mission. Specifically we are concerned on 
the top-heavy structure of the Mission which imply that substantive amount 
of resources are proposed to support overhead and NOT the actual needs in 
the ground. 

Furthermore, the proposal didn’t seems to take into account the 
existing mechanism in the region including those related to leadership, role of 
the country teams and other UN system actors.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The African Group is in support of approving the budget for the 
Missions-with major adjustment in the proposal as well as establishment of 
separate special account.  The Group will be interested to present concrete 
proposal that will aim at ensuring that majority of the resources are 
directed to support substantive requirements including financial assistance 
to the countries, equipment, protective clothing, mobile laboratories and 
other facilities in order to track, contain and eliminate the disease. We will 
support initiative that will ensure there is a mechanism to support 
improving public health infrastructure in the affected countries beyond the 
Mission existence. 
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The African Group would also like to emphasize the need for clear 
chain of command, accountability and proper governance among many 
actors involved. We would like to encourage the principle of “serving and 
delivering as one” be applied on the implementation of Mission given 
mandate - including by complimenting the efforts of key actors such as 
World Health Organization and the World Food Programme who have 
technical expertise and experience in controlling disease outbreaks. 

Finally, in the context of our informal deliberation, the African 
Group will be interested to seek clarification on a number of elements in 
the budget proposal including those related to, staffing and organizational 
structure of the Mission; the role of the Mission, Special Envoy and other 
UN actors, -including elements of accountability, governance and chain of 
command; facilities and infrastructure including question of ICT as well as 
planned activities for 2015. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of our 
continued readiness to engage in constructive deliberations during the 
informal consultations with the aim of finalizing this item as quickly as 
possible. 

  

I thank you. 


